Engaged Learning Project Idea Template


Title of Project: 
Endangered Animal Project
Subject(s): 
English/ Language Arts
Grade Level(s): 
6th grade
Abstract:
   During this project, students will pretend as if they work for the National Park Service. Each student will choose an endangered animal from Florida (only one student for each animal) and complete research on it. They will be instructed to create a presentation with the material that will include music and advance automatically. This will merge technology skills with our endangered animal novel unit on Hoot by Carl Hiaasen.
Learner Description/Context:
        This lesson plan will be implemented in three co-taught classrooms and one general education classroom. Within this group, there are approximately fifteen students receiving Special Education services, five receiving ESOL services, fifteen on RTI, and ten with a 504 for ADHD. These students come from a lower middle class background. Currently, students are doing Literature Circles on four of Carl Hiaasen’s novels for young adults. Students have thoroughly enjoyed these novels and have been asking the teachers lots of questions about endangered animals. These novels are related because the plot revolves around endangered animals in Florida and how young adults advocate for them. During this project, students will be assigned an animal to research and advocate for off the Florida Endangered species list.

Time Frame:  
   This assignment will be entirely completed in the classroom; it will take four class periods to complete. Students and parents will come to school for approximately one hour to watch the presentations.
Standards Assessed:
· ELACC6RI7: Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 
· ELACC6W6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 
· ELACC6W7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.
· ELACC6W8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources.
· ELACC6W9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
· ELACC6SL4: Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
· ELACC6SL5: Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual displays in presentations to clarify information. 
· ELACC6L1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
Product:

     At the end of this project, students will have produced a presentation to show during a film festival at our school. This will be the call to action. This is intended to persuade them to make environmental changes to protect these animals. This project will create a sense of awareness among the students as well as boost their confidence in their technology skills. Technology is driving this project. All the research is done through our county data base system, MackinVIA, and the students’ presentation is produced using technology.  I will assess the project on grammar, accuracy of information, graphics, and completeness.
Which indicators of Engaged Learning will be high in this lesson and Why? 

· Student-directed
· Teacher as facilitator
· Student as explorer, producer
· Multi-disciplinary
· Performance based
· Standards based
Which indicators would you like to strengthen? 

· On-going
· Culturally responsive
· 2 way collaboration with the outside world
What LoTI level do you think this lesson would be and Why? 
· Currently I think this lesson would be a 4B because it has the students using technology constantly throughout the class period. However, students do not have outside access to an expert in the field.
What help would you like to receive from us?  

· I would like ideas on how to bring in experts from the community.
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